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8.9 WHEEZING

‘Thomas C. Bent

1. BACKGROUND. Wheezing is one of the myt common respirator\complaints to present to primary care
physicians.

P

PATHOPHYSIOLOGY. Although asthma and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD) account for
most cases of wheezing, there are multiple causes. The National Asthma Education and Prevention
Program (NAEPP) recommends an accurate diagnosis be made by medical history, physical, and
spirometry (1).

a. Wheezing in infants, children, and adults. The reasons why patients wheeze vary dramatically,
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Management Medication Management Having determined the asthma severity
that James is experiencing based on his history and physical examination findix
you are ready to identify an appropriate medication plan. You prescribe a short
of..
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